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U.S. EX PORT-IM PO RT BANK O FFICIA L VISITING MONTANA CITIES O CT. 19-22
MISSOULA—
An official with the Export-Import Bank of the United States will visit four Montana
Cities Oct. 19-22, according to Arnie Sherman, executive director of the Montana World
Trade Center at the University of Montana-Missoula.
Sherman said Paul Duncan, Ex-Im Bank regional development officer, will visit
Billings, Butte, Missoula and Helena, meeting with representatives of Montana companies and
financial institutions to discuss the bank’s rural initiative —a program designed to help small
businesses in Montana and other rural states gain access to the financing necessary to increase
international trade opportunities.
In addition, Mark Peters, director of the Montana Export Assistance Center at UM,
will present export financing products available through the U.S. Small Business
Administration.
Duncan and Peters will be in Billings on Monday, Oct. 19; Butte on Tuesday, Oct. 20;
Missoula on Wednesday, Oct. 21; and Helena on Thursday, Oct. 22. In each city Duncan and
Peters will give a luncheon presentation and meet individually with businesspeople interested
in discussing their export financing needs. For more information or to arrange a meeting, call
Leslie Ann Jensen of the Montana World Trade Center at (406) 243-6982.
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“No business is too small to export,” Duncan said. “Over one-half of all U.S.
companies that export have fewer than 20 workers. But when a small business is ready to
export and has identified customers, financing is still often a problem. With my visit, I want to
give Montana-based companies the opportunity to participate in international trade.”
Ex-Im Bank is the export credit agency of the U.S. government. Its sole mission is to
help finance export sales of U.S. goods and services. Ex-Im Bank officials have partnered with
the Montana World Trade Center to help link Montana-based companies with the bank’s
resources. The two most popular Ex-Im Bank programs are:
■ The Working Capital Guarantee Program, designed to provide pre-export financing
for activities such as manufacturing or purchasing inventory and raw materials.
■ Insurance designed for smaller exporters that protects against payment default by
foreign buyers.
Montana companies that have taken advantage of products and programs offered by ExIm Bank include a dental tool manufacturer, a computer component manufacturer and an
aviation company.
“By learning about and utilizing Ex-Im Bank programs, companies can grow their
business in the most exciting arena available -- the global marketplace,” Sherman said. “We
are please to be the bank’s partner in Montana, and we stand ready to link Montana’s exportready businesses with the Ex-Im Bank financing product best suited to their needs.”
For more information, call (406) 243-6982 or visit the Montana World Trade Center
Web site at http://www.mwtc.org. MWTC provides customized consulting to help Montana
companies realize international sales and expansion goals.
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